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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 8/22/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant merely argues that MPEG packets in the Addington reference are non- 
addressable packets. This argument is not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 27, the Hoarty reference discloses switching between inputs and 
outputs of the broadband multimedia routers as receiving and transmitting data from sources to 
subscriber as shown in figure 1 . The Addington reference discloses that IP server encapsulates 
the ID data into MPEG transport packets with the MAC address of the HCT 155 in the header 
(see col. 7, lines 40-49). That is, the MPEG packets for IP data include packet header having 
MAC address associated with HCT 155. In addition, it is noted that each MPEG transport packet 
contains an address field, referred to as a program identifier (PID), which uniquely identifies the 
service carried by the packet according to MPEG standard. Therefore, MPEG packets must be 
addressable packets. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, with respect to 
claims 29 and 30, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where 
the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Accordingly, rejection of claims 27-30 is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoarty et 
al. (US 6,305,020 B1) in view of Addington (US 6,928,656 B1). 

Regarding claim 27, Hoarty discloses a broadband multimedia system (figure 1) 
comprising: a broadband multimedia router (112 & 121) communicatively connected to a data 
router (122) and between a plurality of media sources (111) and a plurality of network 
transmitters (within distribution plant 14); and a session manager (113), communicatively 
connected to said broadband multimedia router and configured to provide routing instructions to 
said multimedia router (112 & 121), for directing said media stream received from said media 
sources (1 1 1) to said network transmitters for transmitting over a broadband network (i.e., cable 
network) and directing addressable data packets received from said data router (122) to at least 
a selected one of the said network transmitters for transmitting over said broadband network to 
a specific destination (particular home) associated with address information included in 
addressable data packets(see figure 1; col. 5, line 44 to col. 6, line 32). 

Hoarty's system includes switching between inputs and outputs of the broadband 
multimedia router as receiving and transmitting data from sources to subscribers (see figure 1). 
Hoarty does not specifically teach encapsulating packets of media streams received from media 
sources within addressable packets. However, Addington discloses that IP server encapsulates 
the received IP data into MEPG transport packets with the MAC address of the HCT 155 in the 
header. The MPEG packets are combined into the MPEG transport stream of the designated 
downstream route via a route 250 (see col. 7, lines 41-45; col. 4, lines 32-35). In addition, it is 
noted that each MPEG transport packet contains an address field, referred to as a program 
identifier (PID), which uniquely identifies the service carried by the packet according to MPEG 
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standard. Accordingly, encapsulation of the received IP data within addressable packets such 
as MPEG packets is taught by Addington. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Hoarty by 
encapsulating the received IP data into addressable packets, i.e., MPEG packets, as taught by 
Addington in order to provide an IP data transport mechanism that makes efficient use of the 
available bandwidth. 

Regarding claim 28, Hoarty discloses that session manager (113) receives data session 
requests (requests for program and/or service) and authorize data sessions in response thereto 
and allocate network resources for said data sessions (see col. 8, lines 28-31 and 54-62; col. 9, 
lines 38-47). 

4. Claims 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoarty et al. (US 6,305,020 B1) in view of Addington (US 6,928,656 B1) and further in view of 
Brodigan (US 6,530,086 B1). 

Regarding claims 29 and 30, Hoarty discloses that the system manager performs call 
set-up which is the process of causing the assignment of a television information signal path to 
home 1 14b having a digital STB for interactive services (see col. 8, lines 54-59 and figure 1). 
Hoarty does not explicitly teach the system manger assigns a lay three address to the set top 
box. However, Brodigan teaches sending an IP address of a programming host computer that is 
assigned to a specific program channel and time associated to a STB (see col. 5, lines 17-22; 
col. 6, lines 7-14). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the combined system of Hoarty and Addington by 
sending an IP address of a programming host computer that is assigned to a specific program 
channel and time associated to a STB as taught by Brodigan in order to allow real time 
response from user to an external service provider via communication network. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

; A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should'be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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